| wWeather | Traffic | Subscribe to the newspapers | Getfree email updates | Mobile |

SoMdNews<Com

Southern Mﬂr}rhnd Newspapers Online Follow us: ﬂlr _.|._!I

Independent The Enterprise The Recorder Sportsy Business Weekend 0

Obituaries¥ Community¥ Classifieds¥ Advertising ContactUs

| Share %E-mail k, Pririt

Cat starts stay in St. Mary’s with weeks-long adventure
This W'that

izhief Alan Melson and his wife, Amy, moved op from
Jacksanville, Fla., to 5t Mary's County at the end of February
=0 that Alan could start his job at Patuxent River Mawal Air
Station.

Artiving in Lexington Park on Feh. 27, they planned to stay at
the Days Inn hiotel an Three Motch Road for a week antil their
hiotme was ready.

“Itweas late. We were exhausted," Army said of that first night.

somehow, as they were getting seftled into their hotel room,
ane af the Melson's two cats slipped out the doar. Sookie, a
little black cat that the Melsons adopted from a foster family
at a Petsmart about avear and a half earlier, was [ost.

The couple searched and for hours. Mothing.

Looking for Sookie hecame a daily task for Ay, who, even
after the couple moved into their new Lexington Park home,
haunted the area around the hotel and nearby businesses,
searching for the beloved cat.

"She's all black and very little," Army said during a phone
interiewy. "She's super sweet ... buttough, too.”

Forthe next sivweeks, Amy devoted her time to looking for a
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job and looking for Sookie. She did research anline about
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finding lost cats — learning that they tend to stay close to

@ the area where they are [ost. She used an animal contral

turn to the experts trap nightly in areas around the hotel, but only caught other

(i

stray cats and a couple of opossums. When her time with

the borrowed trap ran out, she went out and hought her

own. She put up fliers, talked to area veterinary offices.

She even hired a husiness from Baltimore, Dogs Finding
Cogs, which sent a track dog dowwn to the area and track the cat. The dog seemed to catch Sookie's path and seemed
tmost interested in an area behind a dental office.

Cn April 5, she found Sookie inthe trap just at the area indicated by the tracker dog. "l just could not helieve it.," Any
said.

Inthe cage, Sookie had one of Amy's socks that Amy had [eft out during an earlier attermnpt to trap her. Apparently,
Sookie had heen carrying around the sock that retained the scent of her owner.

Ay took Sookie, still in the cage, straight to YCA 5t Mary's Hospital in Lexington Park to get her checked out. "She had
lost a lot ofweight, but otherwise, she was fine, said Laura Belleavoine, a registered wveterinarian technician at the
affice, who was tickled by the story and contacted The Enterprise.

Sookie weighed about 64 pounds after her adventure, dowwn fram her regular weight of 10 pounds.

Ay took Sookie to the Melsons' new hiome and, once they got through a little rocky period when Sammie and Sookie
got reacclimated to each ather, the whole family is settling in just fine.

"Everybody thought ['was completely cramy " Amy said of her quest to find Sookie. "Mohody can believe that | found her. |
just knewy that would.”

The couple had adopted Sookie to he a friend for their first, much larger cat, Sammie, who during the couple's moves
seemed to be hecoming a little neurotic. Sookie proved to be the perfect match. "She didn't put up with Sammie
hullying her" Ay said.

She thinks about her little cat fending for herself all those weeks and points to Sookie's tough streak as the reason she
rmade it.

"I think she does have some street cred,” Amy said, referring to Sookie's unknown past. She said it is forfunate that
Sookie is the one who got lost. Left on his own out in the swild, "Samimie swouldn't hawve khown what to do," she said.



